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m Abstract:

The question of identity poses a dilemma (self and other) in African
societies that underwent European colonial invasion, exploiting their mineral
wealth, using Africans as slaves, and working to undermine their cultural
identity. Africans gradually assimilated into colonial culture, targeting key
identity components such as language, religion, customs, and traditions.
Since identity is closely linked to geographical space, history, and the cultural
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heritage, which is the fundamental component of collective memory, Africans
turned to popular culture represented by customs and traditions to glorify and
seek refuge from threats. This was done to grant them more confidence in
their national identity, capable of interacting and assimilating noble human
values through their deep cultural heritage. They could achieve balance
between their identity and the traditions of different, distinct identities

e Keywords: identity, culture, blackness, Africa, colonialism.
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