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m Abstract

The value of agricultural products exports in the period 1991-2010 accounts for 1 %
of total Libyan commodity exports in some years and 0.0 % in the other years, exports
of agricultural products took a general decreasing trend and decrease by an annual rate
of 1.306 million LYD. therefore. exports of agricultural products receded by a rate of
20.8%.

The value of imports of this commodity group represents a percentage ranges
between 10-27% of total commodity imports, and imports of agricultural products took
a general rising trend and increase by an annual rate of 87.943 million LYD. therefore,
imports of agricultural products achieved a growth rate of 11.4 % in this period. Exports
of agricultural products exceed their imports, where, the value of exports represents
only about 1-13% of imports in the years from 1991 to 2002. and in the remaining years
this percentage equals 0.0% . Accordingly. the Libyan foreign trade of this commodity
group suffers from a deficit in its trade balance, this trade deficit maintained a rising
trend by an annual rate of 89.249 million LYD, and achieved a growth rate of 11.9 %
as a result of what happened to exports and imports of agricultural products in terms
of their levels, trends, and growth rates. There is a huge deference between exports
decreasing rate and imports increasing rate, where, the second is bigger than the first
by 68.9 times, but the growth rate of imports is lower than the receding rate of exports,
which represent 1.8 times the growth rate of imports. Accordingly. as long as the
foreign trade balance of agricultural products is a part of total commodity trade balance,
the deficit in the trade balance of agricultural products affects negatively the total
commodity trade balance by the amount of this deficit. From economic development
considerations, agriculture does not contribute to monetary funds from exportation, and,
imports of agricultural and food imports are financed from exports of nonagricultural
commodities.

Key words: agricultural products, exports, imports, trade balance, trend, growth rate
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