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Summary

Electoral right emerged with the idea that only democratic governments could be
considered legitimate. Hence, it was imperative to have formulas and procedures that
enable the ruled to exercise political authority by choosing their rulers. The process of
legitimizing rulers in the old days was not subject to electoral procedures because the
ruler used to derive his influence from God, and the philosophy on which the political
authority based on the principle of the supremacy of the people developed later, and
this led to the interference of the ruled in the political game by choosing their rulers,
Thus, after the regimes were based on the theory of theocratic sovereignty, they de-
rived their legitimacy from elections that express respect for human rights and individ-
ual freedom, so that some thinkers believe that it is not possible to talk about freedom
in the absence of elections, as the latter is the official process of choosing a person to
hold an official position or accept or reject a political proposal by voting.
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