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m Abstract:

Sheep meat plays a crucial role in providing animal protein and enhancing
food security in Libya. This study aims to analyze sheep meat production
and consumption during 2018-2023, focusing on the food gap, per capita
availability, and key factors affecting local production, as well as evaluating the
contribution of imports to national demand. A descriptive-analytical approach
was applied using official national and international data, supplemented by
relevant Arabic studies. Results indicated that domestic production remained
stable at approximately 40—43 thousand tons annually, while consumption
gradually increased from 55 to 60 thousand tons, leading to a widening food gap
from 14 to 19 thousand tons. Per capita availability of sheep meat was around
8-8.7 kg/year, while the share of sheep meat in total red meat consumption
declined, reflecting changes in dietary patterns. Local production is influenced
by limited natural resources, traditional husbandry and feeding systems, weak
infrastructure, insufficient technical and financial support, and absence of
clear national policies. The study recommends strategies to enhance domestic
production through improving husbandry and feeding practices, providing
technical and financial support to farmers, developing infrastructure, and
promoting the adoption of modern production systems, aiming to strengthen
sustainable animal food security.

Keywords: Sheep production, Meat consumption, Per capita availability,
Food gap, Imports, Libya.
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