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m Abstract:

This study addresses the complex problematic of how globalization’s
influences intertwine with the trajectories of modernization and political
development in Third World countries, using the Libyan case as an analytical
model. It stems from a central research problem concerning the nature of the
dialectical relationship between globalization as an external hegemonic project
and the internal transformations associated with political development in a
rentier state with unique historical and political characteristics like Libya. The
significance of the study lies in its endeavor to provide a critical reading that
reveals the interplay between internal and external factors explaining the crisis
of political development, moving beyond one-sided analyses.

The paper aims to analyze the theoretical dimensions of globalization and
their interactions with concepts of modernization and development, dissect the
manifestations of these dimensions in the Arab and Libyan contexts, assess
their impact on state-building and societal identity, and explore possibilities
for democratic transformation. It is built on the hypothesis that globalization,
through its unequal mechanisms, has contributed to deepening the internal
structural contradictions in Libya, leading to a distortion of the modernization
path and hindering the possibility of genuine political development. It
transformed from a constraining framework into an active factor in the state’s
disintegration and the perpetuation of its crisis post-2011.

The study adopted the descriptive-analytical and historical methods, relying
on a review of literature and document analysis. It concludes that political
development in fragile contexts like Libya cannot be merely a product of
external globalization pressures. Instead, it requires an internal consensual
project that rebuilds legitimacy based on citizenship and institutions, and
engages with the global system selectively and intelligently.

Keywords: Globalization, Modernization, Political Development, Libya,
Rentier State, Institutional Failure
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