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m Abstract :

Arabic education in Nigeria has undergone a profound structural challenge
over the past two decades, manifested in the widening gap between the
traditional academic training offered by Arabic language departments and the
requirements of the labor market in the era of digitalization and the knowledge
economy. Despite the historical and institutional rootedness of Arabic education,
its graduates increasingly face difficulties in employment and professional
integration due to the limited incorporation of digital skills and the absence
of a functional vision that treats Arabic as a productive resource capable of
investment within the digital environment. This study aims to analyze the
current state of Arabic education in Nigeria in light of digital transformation
and to examine the nature of the relationship between curriculum structures,
acquired competencies, and the emerging digital professional opportunities
available to Arabic graduates. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach, relying on the analysis of university curricula, educational documents,
and contemporary studies, and linking them to the realities of the digital labor
market. The findings indicate that the core challenge does not lie in linguistic
competence itself, but rather in its disconnection from technical and applied
digital skills, which limits graduates’ ability to benefit from opportunities such
as digital translation, content creation, online teaching, and computational
linguistics. The study further reveals that digitalization represents a strategic
opportunity to reposition Arabic as an economically productive language,
provided that curricula are restructured, teachers’ capacities are developed,
and a supportive digital learning environment is established. The scientific
contribution of this study lies in shifting the discussion of Arabic education in
Nigeria from descriptive historical accounts and cultural advocacy toward a
functional, labor-market-oriented analysis aligned with the demands of digital
transformation and knowledge-based development.

e Keywords: Arabic education, Nigeria, digitalization, knowledge
economy, employment opportunities, digital skills
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