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m Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of casting doubt on the Prophetic
Sunnah in the modern era, viewing it as one of the influential tools shaping
religious consciousness due to the methodological disruption it causes in the
sources of Islamic legislation. The research aims to analyze the roots of this
phenomenon, trace its manifestations and motives, and clarify its impact on
the formation of the contemporary Muslim mind, while proposing scholarly
methods to address it.

The study shows that skepticism toward the Sunnah is not new in origin;
however, its contemporary forms have become broader and more influential
as a result of the spread of Orientalist, rationalist, and historicist approaches
to the texts, in addition to the role played by the media and digital space in
amplifying the doubts raised about it. The analysis reveals that such skepticism
revolves around challenging the authenticity of the chain of transmission and
the text itself, as well as contesting its meanings under the pretext that they
contradict reason, and disputing the legislative authority of the Sunnah.

The motives behind this skepticism vary across intellectual, social,
political, psychological, and cultural factors. The study highlights the dangers
posed by this phenomenon to the fundamentals of Islamic law, especially
through instilling doubt in younger generations about this essential source
and weakening its authority. It concludes with the necessity of confronting
the phenomenon by reviving the methodology of the hadith scholars,
strengthening religious education, developing scholarly digital platforms, and
cultivating sound critical awareness among recipients.

Keywords: Sunnah — Hadith — Criticism — Refutation - Modern Era.
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